
                                                                 
 

January 8, 2023 

 

Dear Colleagues: 

As many of you are aware, California is bracing for a series of storms that is predicted to 

result in severe weather, with potentially damaging winds, heavy rain and flooding. Both 

our agencies, the California Business, Consumer Services and Housing Agency (BCSH), 

and the California Health and Human Services Agency (CHHS) are activated at the state’s 

emergency operations center and are in communication with our respective grantees, 

which include Counties, Continuum of Care entities, and Cities, to disseminate best 

practice resources and toolkits to help with local planning and response efforts. 

For context, National Weather Service is closely monitoring the next Atmospheric River that 

will arrive tomorrow and will produce additional heavy rain on already saturated soils, with 

heavy mountain snow and damaging winds. We expect a significant rise on area rivers 

and creeks through early next week, with numerous river locations expected to reach the 

flood stage. The following locations are predicted to be most at risk of severe weather 

impacts (as of 3 p.m. Sunday): 

 Russian River in Sonoma County (areas of concern include Hopland and 

Guerneville) 

 Consumnes River in Sacramento County 

 Guadalupe River in Santa Clara County (Almaden Expressway in San Jose is an 

area of concern) 

 Tuolumne River in Stanislaus County (City of Modesto is an area of concern) 

 Carmel, Salinas and Parajo rivers in Monterey County 

 Bear Creek in Merced County (McKee Road in Merced is an area of concern) 

 

We are concerned for a few reasons: (1) we already have saturated soils, full rivers, and 

overflowing creeks, only elevating the risk for significant flooding; and (2) we are all 

fatigued leading us to let our guard down and dismiss evacuation orders for perhaps the 

most dangerous natural disaster, floods.  

As Co-Chairs of the State’s Interagency Council on Homelessness, we are requesting your 

assistance to provide information through your local networks, so that we can collectively 

ensure that local communities and unhoused neighbors are aware of the pending severe 

weather this week. Here is the guidance that we are hoping to circulate statewide: 

 Several extremely dangerous storms will strike California this week, bringing with 

them the threats of high winds, severe flooding and landslides, along with snow 

and blizzard conditions at higher elevations. 
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 Follow @Cal_OES and your local emergency officials for real-time updates about 

the storm and its threats.  

 Sign up for local alerts at calalerts.org. 

 Please make sure that you take the advice of local officials. If they issue evacuation 

orders, please evacuate. 

 People experiencing unsheltered homelessness, including people living next to 

riverbeds and roadways, are most vulnerable to these storm threats. We 

recommend local communities be proactive in seeking out people experiencing 

unsheltered homelessness (ideally using trusted messengers), and activate local 

outreach teams especially in flood-prone areas, encourage people experiencing 

homelessness to seek shelter immediately, and provide them with transportation 

where possible. 

o A real-time, interactive river flow and flood map is available at: 

https://cnrfc.noaa.gov/ 

 We encourage you to work with your local County and Office of Emergency 

Management to aid unsheltered communities—especially those in areas at high 

risk for flooding or other issues related to wet weather—and to offer resources 

available to them, including local shelters or warming centers with open beds.  

 During inclement weather, the priority should be on (1) ensuring people’s safety in 

emergencies and (2) making it easier for them to proactively access shelter, 

removing all possible barriers.  

o Allow people to keep any belongings that may assist them in an emergency 

(e.g. shelters, medications, clothing, etc.), or provide safe storage, 

encouraging leniency and adaptability on your part to the maximum 

appropriate extent.  

o Allow partners and family members to stay together. 

o Allow pets in the shelters whenever possible. 

 If the resources are available, use the shelter as an opportunity for outreach workers 

and service providers to build a relationship with people experiencing 

homelessness that can be used as a pathway to permanent housing. 

 We have developed an emergency resource guide 

(https://www.chhs.ca.gov/blog/2023/01/04/calhhs-emergency-resource-guide/) 

for vulnerable populations that can be leveraged by both individuals and 

communities. It is not too late to be prepared. 

 We recommend you review resources on preparing for cold weather events 

including this tip sheet on staying safe during floods (https://nhchc.org/wp-

content/uploads/2019/08/FloodV2.pdf) from the National Health Care for the 

Homeless Council. 

 

 



                                                                  

3 

 

Thank you for your assistance in sharing these important messages, and we look forward 

to hearing your suggestions about other ways we can get the word out and help our 

unhoused neighbors be safe during these types of weather events. 

For questions, please contact Corrin Buchanan, Deputy Secretary, CHHS at 

Corrin.Buchanan@CHHS.CA.GOV and Dhakshike Wickrema, Deputy Secretary, BCSH at 

Dhakshike.Wickrema@bcsh.ca.gov. 

In Partnership, 

 

         

Lourdes M. Castro Ramírez, MA    Dr. Mark Ghaly, MD, MPH 

Secretary       Secretary 

Business, Consumer Services & Housing Agency             Health & Human Services Agency      
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